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Children’s Clothing and Footwear 


po 7 This guide provides retail sales tax information about children’s clothing and footwear. 


TAX-EXEMPT CLOTHING 


Children’s clothing, in sizes up to and including girls’ Canada Standard Size 16 and boys’ Canada Standard Size 
20, is tax-exempt. 


Clothing designed for girls or boys and sized small, medium or large is also exempt. Some examples of children’s 
clothing that can be purchased exempt if in these size ranges include: 


coats, jackets and ski jackets 

dresses, skirts and blouses 

sweaters 

suits 

jeans, slacks and trousers 

shorts and overalls 

vests, underwear and pyjamas 
snowsuits and snowmobile suits 
bathing suits and jogging or track suits. 


Sport and dress shirts designed for boys are exempt up to a maximum neck size of 37 centimetres. 


Some items are exempt if designed to be worn by children. They include, for both boys and girls: 


e socks, stockings and leg warmers 

e hats, including balaclavas, berets, and caps 
e gloves 

e belts and ties. 


Baby clothing is exempt, including cloth and disposable diapers, rubber pants, training pants, bonnets and booties. 
Bibs, bunting blankets and receiving blankets are also tax-exempt. 


TAXABLE CLOTHING 
These items are not considered exempt clothing and are taxable: 


football and hockey pants 

helmets and gloves for baseball, boxing and hockey 
protective pads for elbows, shoulders and knees 
footless stockings. 


FOOTWEAR 
Footwear costing $30 or less is exempt to everyone regardless of size, including: 
e shoes, sneakers and sport shoes 
e boots, overshoes, rubbers and galoshes 
e ski boots and boots with skates attached 
e 


ballet slippers. 


Rental of footwear for $30 or less is tax-exempt. 


Since the federal government allows vendors the option of using GST-included pricing when billing customers, retail 
sales tax will not apply unless the GST-included price for footwear is more than $32.10 ($30.00 + 7% GST). 


OTHER TAXABLE ITEMS 


Some items designed for children’s use are not articles of clothing and are taxable, such as: 


e blankets e harnesses 

e crib sheets e mattresses 

e feeding bottles and nipples e pacifiers 

e hooded bath towels e pillows, pillowcases and pads 
e clamp-on skates e toys and games 

e balls, bats, hockey sticks and pucks e skis, swim fins. 


The information in this publication is only a guideline. For more specific information, please consult the Retail 
Sales Tax Act or contact your local Retail Sales Tax Office listed in the blue pages of your telephone directory. 
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